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appear as a revolting murder. There is abundant
evidence to shew that the effect of the story of
the Sacrifice of Isaac upon the more thoughtful
children is the mental impression of a contem-
plated murder. It is true that the story does
not make an equally vivid impression on all alike,
but experience has shewn that no one can
guarantee that the effect will not be exceedingly
harmful in any individual case. With increasing
cultivation of the imagination in our educational
system the more harmful will be the results of the
story when presented to young minds which have as
yet no idea of historical perspective. Some will not
take the story seriously and it will mean little or
nothing to them ; it will only be something to be
carried very lightly and if recalled by a favourable
environment in the future may still have only the
most fleeting significance. But do we desire the
Bible stories to be so treated ? Some appear to have
gone upon the assumption that we are on safe ground
in using such material for teaching, and trusting to
luck as to the results, when they have argued that,
as with fairy stories, the morals of the narratives
are remembered and the details do not trouble
the mind in later years. But a fairy story is one
thing and a Bible story another. The children
know or find out that the fairy tales are not true, but
whoever heard of the Sacrifice of Isaac being told
as a fairy tale ? It is always told as a true story,
and what is more serious, God takes part in it, and
little ones early learn to put great trust in God and
seriously to regard what He does. " I wish teacher
would tell us a true story," said a boy in an infants'